


On January 22, 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court Decision





Within weeks, under John Cardinal Carberry’s leadership, 



By establishing the first diocesan effort in the U.S. dedicated to ending abortion



Since 1973, the Archdiocesan Pro-Life Committee (APLC)











49 years later, with the overturn of Roe v. Wade, God’s promise resonated…



Thank you to all who cooperated and continue to cooperate with God’s plan to 
establish a “Culture of Life and a Civilization of Love.” Here are our stories… 





A sincere thank you to the past directors of the Archdiocesan Pro-Life Committee
and Respect Life Apostolate.

1973 Established by John Cardinal Carberry and Bishop Joseph 
McNicholas

1973 – 1978 Fr. Edward J. O’Donnell (later Bishop O’Donnell)
1978 – 1984 Fr. Robert Boisaubin
1984  – 1995 Fr. Joseph Naumann (now Archbishop Joseph Naumann)  
1995 – 2007 Molly Corcoran Kertz 
2007 – 2009 Christina Heddell
2009 – 2012 Beth Lauver
2012 – 2019 Karen Nolkemper
2019 – Present Cynthia Kush Haehnel



A sincere thank you to the exemplary pro-life witness of our Cardinal Carberry Award winners! Since 1978, this award, 
named in honor of the founder of the Respect Life Apostolate, John Cardinal Carberry, is presented annually to an 
individual or individuals who have made a significant contribution to the pro-life cause.  

1978 Jerome Shen, MD
1979 Eugene Freeman
1980 William Brennan, Ph.D.
1981 Paul Byrne, MD
1982 Martin Duggan  
1983 Shirley Ducey
1984 Fr. Louis Hanlon

1985 Harvey J. Johnson
1986 Loretto Wagner
1987 David Metherd
1988 Mildred Tichacek
1989 The People of Missouri
1992 Anthony Sansone, Dr. Armand & Gloria Brodeur,
Deby Schlapprizzi



A sincere thank you to the winners of the Cardinal Carberry Award! Since 1978, this award, named in honor of the founder 
of the Respect Life Apostolate, John Cardinal Carberry, is presented annually to an individual or individuals who have made 
a significant contribution to the pro-life cause.  

1993 Dorothy Schonhorst
1994 Fritzie Alferman
1995 Rev. Msgr. Joseph F. Naumann 
1996 John Henry
1997 Miss Edna Penny
1998 Patricia Blood
1999 Ruth & Patrick Dyer
2000 Judy Browning 

2001 Joan and Walter Gemmer
2002 Mary Robert
2003 Martha Matoushek
2004 Dr. Henry & Rose Ann Clever
2005 Jerry Kerkemeyer
2006 Jennifer Brinker
2007 Douglas & Margaret Munsell
2008 Rita Sparrow



A sincere thank you to the winners of the Cardinal Carberry Award! Since 1978, this award, named in honor of the founder 
of the Respect Life Apostolate, John Cardinal Carberry, is presented annually to an individual or individuals who have made 
a significant contribution to the pro-life cause.  

2009 Theresa Forthman
2010 David and Patricia Drury
2011 Deacon Samuel and Gloria Lee
2012 Sr. Catherine Marie Stewart SDSH
2013 Joan and Charles Bextermiller
2014 Emily Newsham and Jim Reardon 
2015 Rose Henley

2016 Mary Laubengayer, Our Lady’s Inn, Larry Bereswill
2017 Steve Rupp
2018 Mary Ann Hoeynck
2019 Maureen Kane and Diane Snively
2020 Sheri Petruso
2021 Molly Kertz 
2022 Pamela Fichter 

















































































































































Mary Frances Horgan was the first Pro-Life Co-Chair of the Archdiocesan Pro-Life Committee (ALPC) 























































Dr. Alveda King, niece of Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
speaking to St. Louis 
University pro-life students in 
2015. 



















Former Respect Life 
Apostolate program manager 
Stephanie To, now Sr. 
Karoline Marie, was on staff 
until the summer of 2017 
when she entered religious 
life with the Sisters of Mercy 
in Alma, Michigan. 

Photo Credit: Sisters of 
Mercy, Alma Michigan















Photo Credit: Lisa Johnston, St. Louis Review





















































Ruth Dyer served 40 years as a pro-life parish coordinator for St. Paul Parish (St. Paul). 

























Photo courtesy of Generation Life/Office of Youth Ministry





























































Generation Life is a family affair for the Archdiocese of St. Louis Respect Life Team. Staffers go with their 

teenage children and nieces/nephews! 



Generation Life is a family affair for the Archdiocese of St. Louis Respect Life Team. Staffers go with their 

teenage children and nieces/nephews! 



















Respect Life Day with the Permanent Diaconate Class of 2020



Respect Life Day with the Permanent Diaconate Class of 2020





























































































































































































































A sincere thank you to all who contributed to this 50th Anniversary Tribute Project:  

Madeleine Appelbaum
Diann Bomkamp 

Steve Carlsen
Mary Dyer

Dennis Handley
Mary Lou Goedeker

Cindy Haehnel

Molly Kertz and Friends 
Beth Lauver

Shelly Marstall
Doug Munsell 
Marisol Pfaff
Mary Varni

40th Anniversary Video Team




