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Mrs. Brickler's fifth grade class at  

St. Ann Catholic School in 

Normandy par tnered with the  

Normandy Police Department to collect 

new and gently-used winter coats for stu-

dents and families in need within the  

Normandy School District.   
 

Working closely with their DARE Officer 

Ralph Ruffin, the students created  

posters, wrote speeches, (at right) and  

performed skits for the school.   

 

After collecting 106 winter coats for the  

Normandy Police Department to  

distribute in the community, the fifth  

graders walked to Normandy City Hall to  

deliver the clothing to Normandy Police 

Chief Frank Mininni.  

 

St. Ann School delivered both kindness 

and coats to their community, practicing a Corporal Work of Mercy—giving clothes to 

those who have none. 

 

 

 

At St. Simon the Apostle Catholic 

School, classes took turns serving a “drive-in break-

fast” to local first responders on Monday morning. 

 

Bagels, donuts, hot coffee and grateful children  

welcomed these community heroes, along with parents, 

Principal, Karin Hiatt and Associate Pastor,   

Fr. Henry Purcell. 

 

St. Michael, the Archangel,  

watch over all first responders, and all who 

receive their protection! 



Immaculate Conception Parish and 

School  will host an “ICD Veteran’s Day” ceremony on  

Friday, November 11, 2016 at 9am honoring the service men 

and women of the Dardenne Prairie community.  

 

Lake St. Louis Police Chief, Mike Force will deliver  the 

keynote address and Monsignor Ted L. Wojcicki will serve 

as Master of Ceremonies. The school choir and band will 

perform for their honored guests, and student artwork will be 

on display for all to enjoy. 

 

Happy Veterans Day to all who have served our 

country! 

 

Packing Boxes of Joy at the CEO… 

The staff of the Catholic Education Office participated in a pre-Thanksgiving 

service project to provide a Christmas gift to children in Haiti, Guatemala and the 

Dominican Republic who might otherwise receive nothing.  

 

Sponsored by Cross Catholic Outreach, the “Box of Joy” program will provide 

47,000+ children a special gift filled with love and surpr ises just for  them. 

Please join us in prayer for these young children who have already seen more of  life 

than any child should. 

 

 

Students and staff  of St. Joachim Catholic School in Old Mines, MO 

wore purple on Oct. 12 in honor of Ellen, a friend of  St. Joachim fourth grader, 

Emily. Ellen is battling brain cancer. Emily and Ellen love to go camping and do 

little projects together.  

 

The St. Joachim School community is praying for wellness for Ellen! 

 

Let’s join them! #PrayforEllen #PurpleforEllen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students (above) at  

St. Gemma School 

(Department of Special 

Education) collected items to 

help the sick dogs and puppies at 

Stray Rescue.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Margaret Mary  

Alacoque Catholic 

School has honored Katie  

Machisen (above, with SMMA 

Principal, Mrs. Marianne Freiling) 

with the Sacred Heart Award for  

her service to the school community.   

 

Katie was recognized for being the 

"hands, heart, and feet of Jesus.” 

Catholic Schools Week 2017 
January 29—February 4 

 



This week’s 

Marketing Tip… 

 

Does everyone in the school 

community—EVERYONE—know 

your mission statement? 

 

Bright Idea...page 13, Advancing 

the Mission of Catholic 

Education—Enrollment 

Management and Marketing 

Workbook and Toolkit, archstl.org/

EMP 

 

Ask teachers to present the school 

mission statement to their students 

and have the students put it into 

their own words or pictures. 

 

Then, share those with the school 

community in newsletters, the 

parish bulletin, etc.  Refer to the 

words of your mission often! 

 

 

St. Mary Magdalen 

Catholic School 

 

Trick or Treat… 

 

Which is which? Above, pumpkin 

carving...Below, report card 

receiving... 

The Challenger Learning Center staff 

created a virtual “Mission Specialist” 

role for Christ Prince of 

Peace Catholic School  

sixth grader, Nicholas Purschke, who 

has been undergoing treatment for a 

rare genetic disease called ALD at the 

University of Minnesota Children's 

Masonic Hospital since the  

beginning of this school year.   

 

Nichols’ role on the “Return to the 

Moon” mission  was to analyze  

critical data and collaborate with  

various team members to determine a 

landing spot for the crew to land on 

the moon. 

 

"It meant a lot to both me and  

Nicholas to be able to participate in 

the mission with his class,” said Nicholas’ mother, Julie Purshke. She went on 

to say, “Nicholas has missed out on so much [being away from school] for an 

eleven-year-old boy. It's nice to be a part of something like this! “ 

 

Pictured, sixth grader Gracie Ruyle talks with fellow classmate, Nicholas 

Purschke from his hospital room during Christ Prince of Peace’s mission to 

“Return to the Moon” at the Challenger Learning Center. 

 

 

 

Visitation Academy students Caroline Gaughan, Theresa Fister and 

Bella Moak took second place in the SLU-sponsored GlobalHack VI  

competition—the first $1M hackathon 

focusing on a civic issue outside of  

Silicon Valley.   

 

More than 1,000 people, making up 156 teams, competed for the top prize of 

$250K. The civic issue for which the teams used technology solutions was 

homelessness— “How can we use technology to aid the homeless in our  

community?” St. Patrick's Center and Laurie Phillips partnered with  

GlobalHack and co-founder, Gabe Lozano, to develop the issue.  

 

In addition to placing second overall, these young women placed first in the 

youth category. They had attended a computer coding camp hosted in partner-

ship with St. Louis supermodel Karlie Klos -- Kode with Karlie. In this male 

dominated contest, these women stood out in more ways than one!  

—Congratulations, Ladies 

 

 

Why Johnny Can’t Put His Cell Phone Down 

Mini-Retreat Workshops for Parents and Teachers 

  

SESSION V—November 12, 2016, “What Parents Ought to Know about the 

Hottest Social Media Apps Teens are Using” 

SESSION VI—December 3, 2016,  “Is Electronic Media Making Us Smarter? 

What Teachers and Psychological Testing are Telling Us” 

 

Presenter—Sr. Marysia Weber, RSM, DO, Clinical Psychologist and Director 

of the Office of Consecrated Life 

8:45—Noon; Admission—FREE; All are welcome! 
St. Gerard Majella Parish in Ligouri Hall 

1969 Dougherty Ferry Rd., St. Louis, MO 63122 

http://archstl.org/EMP
http://archstl.org/EMP


Around the Archdiocese...  

We  pray for the repose of the 

souls of the faithful departed, 

and especially this week for… 
 

Joyce Boeger, longtime 

administrative assistant to vicar 

generals and auxiliary bishops of 

the Archdiocese of St. Louis. 

 

Joyce was recently the assistant to 

Monsignor Mark Rivituso, 

Vicar General. 
 

Recently, Archbishop Carlson 

bestowed upon Joyce the highest 

honor in the archdiocese—the 

Order of Saint Louis King 

Award. This award recognizes 

her service to Christ and the 

Church.  

 

May her soul, and all the souls 

of the faithful departed, rest in 

peace. Amen! 

 

St. Catherine of Alexandria, 

patron saint of administrative 

assistants, pray for us. 

Fr. Scott, Associate Pastor at  

St. Margaret Mary  

Alacoque Parish,  visited  

Miss Gallagher's kindergar ten class to carve 

the classroom pumpkin in anticipation of the 

class Halloween party.  

 

At right, Fr. Scott with Sophia, Ryan, and 

Gabby assisting. 

 

In anticipation of All Saints Day, each of the 

fifth graders at St. Margaret Mary 

Alacoque Catholic School  

researched a saint. They demonstrated what they had learned with posters and 

presentations about their saints and memo-

rized important facts about them.  

 

On Friday, October 28, the students hosted 

a “Hall of Saints” where they  assumed the 

personas of their saints, dressed like them, 

and shared their knowledge with parents, 

grandparents and younger guests.  

 

—What an amazing interactive experi-

ence for all ages! 

 

 

 

Little Flower Catholic School welcomed 30 volunteers from 

Saint Louis University for "Make a Difference Day" on October 22.  

 

SLU students from 

the Muslim Student 

Association and the 

Middle Eastern  

Student Association 

got a big thank you for 

their hard work at the 

school.   

 

SLU President, Dr. 

Fred Pestello, also 

stopped by to 

lend his  

support for 

this event.  

 

Pictured above, right, students from the Muslim Student Association 

and the Middle Eastern Student Association with SLU President Fred 

Pestello (in SLU sweatshirt) 

 

 

At left, Student Ambassadors from Valle Catholic School 

were on duty to welcome the team who conducted the school’s  

accreditation visit. 

 

Student Ambassadors are an invaluable asset to your school! Watch 

for dates for training next fall! 


