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The one decade rosary is, as it sounds, a rosary consisting of only one decade. The 

idea behind the one decade rosary is that it is easy to carry around and use for 

prayer. After the crucifix on a one decade rosary, the initial 5 beads (for saying the 

Our Father, 3 Hail Marys and a Glory Be) are commonly represented with only one 

bead. After the rosary center is one decade, one set of ten beads. Some chaplet 

instructions come with a one decade rosary, and you can also use a one decade 

rosary to pray five, or even the full 20 mysteries, by circling around and using the 

ten beads to count for as many decades as needed. The one decade rosary closely resembles the prayer 

beads or prayer ropes which have been in use in the Eastern churches (both Catholic and Orthodox) from 

the earliest years. 

 


